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HOME CORRESPONDENCE, 



UR files of letters 
, marked "to be used," 
are so large as to in- 
duce the belief to the 
most casual observer, 
that our correspond- 
ence is truly cosmo- 
politan. We doubt 
>if any institution in 
America has such a 
perfect avalanche of letters, daily ; and we 
are sure that few firms or associations or 
journals in this country, give to the mails 
as many letters in one month, as does this 
Association in one week. This being the 
case, the choice of " expressions" is not 
limited to a few pages from a narrow circle 
of admirers. Here are several hundred, 
more or less, bearing us kind messages, 
giving kind hints, remitting bits of art gos- 
sip and criticism ; telling of adventures in 
pursuit of the beautiful, &c, &c. ; but alas, 
our pages are already so crowded in the 
last " forms," as to compel us to omit al- 
most everything not necessary to the per- 
sonal interests of subscribers. We shall, 
however absorb a page or two in chit-chat 
with our correspondents, premising that it 
gives us great pleasure, to have good let- 
ters from them, even though we cannot 
print their messages. 

T. A. S., of South Danver3, Mass., 
writes : — " By the journals I learn that the 
Cosmopolitan Art Association is about 
issuing a card which cannot fail to carry the 
country by storm, and which must cause a 
mighty rush of names to its subscription 
lists. The purchase of the Dusseldorf 
Gallery of Paintings, and of the Greek 
Slave — either of them a host — is a grand, 
a noble, a bold enterprise, that cannot but 
convince the people of the stability and 
worth of the Institution. The report, cur- 
rent a while ago, that the Dusseldorf Gal- 
lery was to be removed from this country, 
caused me much disappointment and re- 
gret. It would have been a national ca- 
lamity, which, to the lasting honor, and, I 
have no doubt, benefit of the Association, 
is now prevented. With a true love of the 
fine arts and of music, the higher elements 
of man's nature are developed; and the 
" poetry of life" is found more generally to 
accompany us, than one might suppose, by 
the knowledge that is most exercised by us. 
The love of the Beautiful is an element of 
our nature : but the sin of the Evil is also 



so strongly impressed upon us, as to live 
down the good and true, except we strug- 
gle manfully against the adverse influence. 
It becomes us to encourage a love for the 
Beautiful at all times, and in every place, 
since its mission is to do us good. Our 
example may do much ; it may serve to 
encourage purer aspirations, nobler endea- 
vors in others. Many an otherwise happy 
spirit has passed through life in a false po- 
sition, longing for something, yet knowing 
not what, simply because circumstances 
and associations were not calculated to ap- 
peal to the spiritual and aesthetic sense 
within. Such now have within their grasp, 
through the liberality of the Cosmopoli- 
tan, the means of enjoying the companion- 
ship of art and literature. May the Asso- 
ciation long live to consummate its good 
work." 

Mrs. A. F. B , of Silver Springs, 

Mo., says : — " Your journal accidently fell 
into my hands, a day or two ago. After 
its careful perusal, I am convinced the plan 
of the Association is a noble one — noble in 
conception — eminently well calculated to 
cultivate a taste for the fine arts. I feel 
deeply interested in the Association, and 
contribute my mite for its advancement, as 
well as for my own benefit. I will "be 
pleased to render any assistance in my 
power to extend its influence. I think I 
can get up a club of ten or fifteen persons, 
even in this small place." [Many ladies 
write us in the same encouraging strain. 
The Directory have, therefore, offered es- 
pecial premiums for these fair co-laborers ; 
and we hope by their co-operation to have 
many thousands of names added to the 
lists.] 

^Geo. W. C , of Alton, 111., writes: 

— " I take a deep interest in the welfare 
of the arts, and shall do all within my lim- 
ited means for the Association. I was 
somewhat amused at your lumbering cor- 
respondent's letter from Chicago, though 
in one respect I exactly coincide with him, 
viz. : — when I have made more money, I 
shall do more for the Art Union. I should 
have been an artist myself if it had notbeen 
for the hard hand of poverty. Art was 
my first love, and this, you know, is said to 
be truest. I often regret that my past life 
had not been spent more in nourishing the 
Beautiful, which never dies, and less in 
getting food for the body, which ( perishes 
with the rising.' " So we believe it is in 
all cases where the art-taste is smothered 
in the wild pursuit of wealth. It is a mis- 
taken notion that much wealth is needed 



for happiness : certainly it is not a neces- 
sity in having home adorned with beautiful 
associations. Oh, that men loved luxury- 
less, and the pure and good more ! 

This same correspondent thus tells us 
of the West : — " We have many fine views 
on our noble river, which ought to be trans- 
ferred to canvas. The rocky pinnacled 
bluffs, broad reaches of water, green 
islands, smiling prairies ; and, in autumn, 
such sunsets as Italy might wish for in 
vain ; all these cry out for reproduction. 
Why cannot some of your New- York art- 
ists come here for sketches, instead of 
' going abroad,' and doing what has been 
done over and over again?" We cannot 
answer. Artists, as well as all other' 
classes, love what comes from the Old 
World. We must try and make reproduc- 
tions of American scenery " fashionable," 
then the pampas of the West will come in 
for their share of canvas. 

Dr. J. B , of Princeton, 0., is " very 

glad to hear of the re-purchase of the 
Greek Slave. It will give the ball an 
earnest impetus. In the capacity of Hon. 
Sec. you may command me." This is the 
tone of a large number of old subscribers 
and new ; the lovely Greek is a great fav- 
orite with all, just as she deserves to be. 
See, in another place, the correspondence 
between Mr. Powers and Messrs. H. H. 
Leeds & Co. It is highly honorable to 
the work, and to our national appreciation 
of it. 

J. H. B , of Sparta, Ga., says: — 

" This is a small place, and the people, 
though highly intelligent, with few excep- 
tions, care very little for the fine arts. I 
doubt if Williams & Stevens, Goupil, or 
Strauss, from their whole stocks, if here, 
could sell at private sale one hundred of 
their finest engravings at a dollar each. 
A few years since, before a large collec- 
tion of intelligent men here, a picture by 
the late lamented Cole, The Dream of 
Arcadia^ was put under the sheriff's ham- 
mer, and from fifty cents was run up to 
twenty dollars, at which sum it was knock- 
ed off. I afterwards sold the same picture 
in New- York, at less than its value, for 
seven hundred dollars." This is an inter- 
esting bit of art history. It is not the first 
great picture which has gone begging a 
market, and afterwards made the posses- 
sor's fortune. 

Adam D , of Weston, Mo., writes ; 

" I have just received the Art Journal, 
and gratified and happy was I during its 
perusal. To tell the truth, I think it the 
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ablest and best conducted periodical that 
has ever come to my notice. And then 
the Association aims at great and bene- 
ficial results. My heart is in this work 
with you, nor will I remain idle. I shall 
use my utmost influence among my friends 
for their co-operation." If ten thousand 
"of last year's subscribers would become 
active canvassers, what good results would 
not follow to the Association and to the 
cause of Art ! We have many such friends 

as Mr. D , from whom the Directory 

hopes to hear good things. The number 
of such active members ought to be doubled. 
With the patronage of the one hundred 
thousand subscribers which the Association 
ought to have, what an offering the Asso- 
ciation could lay before its patrons ! By 
closely guarding its interests, and through 
the earnest co-operation of its friends, the 
Management look forward for that number 
ere the annual awards for 1859. 

MissMaryM.C ,ofScottsviUe,N.Y., 

says : " I am much pleased with the en- 
graving, ' Saturday Night.' It has been 
admired by all who have seen it. I think 
your Institution is one calculated to (1° 
great good to our common country, by 
"" dissemination of a taste for literature and 
art. Though not fortunate enough myself 
to draw any of your fine paintings and sta- 
tuary, I suppose there were many other 
hearts made glad by their better success. 
I wish you well in your good work." This 
is the way to say it. All cannot receive 
premiums ; for how soon would the Asso- 
ciation have to suspend operations, if every 
one of its fifty thousand subscribers for 
1857-8 were to receive the bonus of a 
work of art ! The Directory will try and 
make a rich return for every three dollars 
paid — so much never before was offered 
for the money ; and, as will be seen by the 
Catalogue, the renowned " Greek Slave," 
and many other valuable works of art, are 
to be awarded as premiums among sub- 
scribers. Therefore, let all cheerfully co- 
operate, and thus second this great en- 
deavor to send works of art and literature 
broadcast among the people. 

B. T. L , of St. Louis, thinks " the 

purchase of the Dusseldorf Collection and 
the Greek Slave is one of the great events 
of the year. The Association, by such 
purchases, shows its permanent character, 
and that its work is to be on a grand scale. 
I gi ye y° u mv right hand of fellowship, 
and will talk for you all over the West, 
where I travel." Do so, and accept the 
Management's thanks. 



Miss Lizzie G , of Cincinnati, " didn't 

get her magazines "regularly, but knew it 
was not your fault. This year I shall take 
the Engraving and the Art Journal. I 
do think the Art Journal the best maga- 
zine that is published, and must have it. 
If the new engraving, ' Manifest Destiny,' 
is as good as ' Saturday Night,' I shall 
think a great deal of it." It is just as fine 
a picture, in every respect. What we say 
of it elsewhere is strictly correct. The 
Journal speaks for itself. Taking the 
Engraving and the Journal together, the 
subscriber has a much more satisfactory 
return for his money than any three-dollar 
magazine can offer. 

J. B. N , of Philadelphia, writes : — 

" I have been familiar with all the Art 
Unions started in this country, and I know 
of none which accomplished so much for 
art, in so short a time, as your Association. 
You are on the high path to success, and I 
hope nothing will thwart you in your great 
designs. The Art Journal, if much im- 
proved, will be a splendid magazine. I 
new think it as good as any published. 
Send it to me, and the new Engraving, 
without fail." 

Chas. C , of Charleston, S. C, says : 

" I have never taken much interest in art, 
but cannot help doing so now, you offer 
such inducements. I hear your journal 
spoken very highly of in the best circles 
here, so you may send it to me. The en- 
graving I don't know much about, but if it 
is half as good as the last year's engraving 
let it come." It is not only half as good, 
but even superior in many respects. Print- 
sellers would sell it for five dollars, and no 
less. 

Three little girls write from Boston to 
know " if the Cosmopolitan will send them 
three things — one for each of them. They 
do want to subscribe, but only have a dol- 
lar apiece ; and so they must have three 
things to divide." Really, little ones, this 
is a puzzler. One take the Engraving, one 
the Journal, and one the certificate in the 
award of premiums, with the privilege of 
reading the Journal ; and all of you 
come to New- York and see the great Gal- 
lery of Paintings and the Greek Slave,/ree. 
How does this please you, little friends % 

G. N. M , of Stoneham, Mass., says : 

" Business of the town, chiefly mechanical 
— order of intellect, fair — morals, good — 
taste, bad, but improving, for appreciation 
of the Cosmopolitan is growing." Let it 
grow, and Stoneham will prosper artistic- 
ally. 



Wm. W. , of McGregor, Iowa, 

writes : "lama member of the C. A. A., 
and feel it an honor to be thus associated 
with an institution so beneficial to the read- 
ing community. Your Journal, I am hap- 
py to see, improves each month, and I feel 
it a duty to encourage your Association as 
much as I can, and lend my influence to 
the advancing of your catalogue of sub- 
scribers. I am surrounded by many who 
know but little of your interesting Asso- 
ciation, but who can, by showing the facts 
to them, be induced to become active mem- 
bers." Use your kind offices, and co- 
operate with the excellent Secretary at 
your place, and then we know McGregor 
will look well on the great list of names. 

Ryal L. D , of Canada East, says : 

" I have for several years patronized the 
London Art Union, but I think, after care- 
ful examination of your plan, and after in- 
quiry of its past conduct, that the Cosmo- 
politan Association has more elements of 
popular good and business success than any 
Art Institution in the old country. I shall, 
therefore, do all in my power to extend 
the patronage of the Association, by speak- 
ing of it in public and in private. I think, 
if the Canada people understand it, they 
will patronize the Cosmopolitan in prefer- 
ence to the London or the Edinburgh Art 
Unions, for they will then get more for 
their money, and do a greater service ot 
Art in this country. Canada and the Uni- 
ted States are near neighbors, and they 
should, and will, co-operate in all good 
works. You may send me the Journal 
and ' Saturday Night,' and I will do all 
that I can to have others do the same." 
The Directory have commissioned Dunbar 
Brown, Esq.. of Montreal, as Honorary 
Secretary for Canada East, and will be 
pleased if all friends of the Association 
will co-operate with him to extend the list 
of subscribers in Canada. All business 
with the Province will be done through 
him, as will be seen by notice in ■■" Cos- 
mopolitan Items." We hope our friend 
above quoted from will do much for the 
Institution, and think we may promise that 
the Association will accomplish, in the 
future, all he prophesies. 

We should be pleased to add many other 
notes which have come to us from almost 
every section of the Union, but want of 
space forbids. Grateful for them, the Di*- 
rectory will spare no efforts, no expense 
consistent with good management, to ren- 
der the Association worthy of sympathy 
and a generous support. 



